Minutes of the meeting of the
Rock County Soil and Water Conservation District
Monday, Aug 17, 2026

A meeting of the Rock County Soil and Water District Board was held on Monday, June 15, 2026
at 8:00 AM at the Rock County Land Management Office with the following members present:
Matt VanGrootheest, Roger Hoff, Jim Veldkamp, Dave Esselink, Josh Ossefoort, County
Commissioner Stan Williamson, Director Eric Hartman, Assistant Director Arlyn Gehrke, Office
Manager Mary Thompson, Office Manager Erin Hamann.

President Ossefoort called the meeting to order and asked for any additions to the agenda. With
no additions, motion to approved by Esselink, second by Hoff. All ayes, no opposes, motion
carried.

New Hire
Hunter Thilges- starting today as a technician, was at the Rock County Courthouse completing
paperwork.

NRCS Update

Bartles stated that staff work has been involving emergency haying and grazing for CRP. The
north townships are currently in a D3 drought which qualifies some Rock County producers for
the federal disaster recovery loans due to the worsening drought conditions.

Sept 11 is the sign-up deadline for Equip .

There is some reorganization going on, short 80 employees in MN, not a lot will change in our
area.

319 Grant with Pipestone SWCD

Have been working on grazing without much success, moving to soil health practices instead.
Splitrock and Mound creek watersheds will rank with Pipestones. The grant funds expire 8-31-
2028, and there’s about $270,000 left to spend. Based on Rock and Pipestone producers in those
watersheds (not funded by WBIF) it looks like we will meet that amount.

Bills for Approval
Nothing to report

Financial Statement
Courthouse 1s working on finishing it up, they were busy with the election last week.

Approval of the July 20, 2026 Minutes
After review, motion to approve July 20, 2026 minutes by Hoff, second by Veldkamp. All ayes,

no opposes, motion carried.

Upcoming meeting — Monday September 28", 2026



Adjournment -Motion to adjourn by Van Grootheest, second by Veldkamp. All ayes, no
opposes, motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Erin Hamann
Office Manager



