Minutes of the meeting of the
Rock County Soil and Water Conservation District
Monday, June 15, 2026

A meeting of the Rock County Soil and Water District Board was held on Monday, June 15, 2026 at
8:00 AM at the Rock County Land Management Office with the following members present: Matt
VanGrootheest, Dave Esselink, Roger Hoff, Jim Veldkamp, Josh Ossefoort, Director Eric Hartman,
Assistant Director Atlyn Gehrke, Office Manager Mary Thompson, Office Manager Shayla Rock.
Absent: County Commissioner Stan Williamson

Chair Ossefoort called the meeting to order and asked for any additions to the agenda. With no
additions, motion to approve by Hoff, second by Esselink, All ayes, no opposes, motion carried.

NRCS Update

Bartels gave was unable to attend so Thompson provided the following update that had been received
from Bartels via email.

June 17 is the LWG meeting at 10:30 am at the Gray Wolf Saloon in Edgerton.
Rock County was pre-approved for 2 feediot manure storage facility EQIP applications.

2026 Tree Program Overview

Lee Tapper, Engineer Technician, gave an overview of the tree season stating it went well with the

help of the other office staff as he was out with the birth of their son for a good share of it. Trees

sales were down a little compared to 2025, tree planting were up, however, more were smaller

plantings. He tried tree tubes this year and they have gone over well. Having sold the first 100, then

a second 200, he ordered another 200 with some sold, some still in inventory. They are priced for ﬁ
20% income to the SWCD. He has completed 7 walkovers for possible plantings in 2027.

BWSR 2026 Field and File Review
Gehrke gave an overview of the Field and File review conducted by Doug Goodrich, BSWR Board

Conservationist stating it went well with both the field and file reviews. Summary letter below was
shared with the board:

On May 28, 2026, BWSR Board Conservationist Doug Goodrich met with Arlyn Gehrke, Brandon
Bosch, and Mary Thompson of Rock SWCD, to perform a review of the files related to the
Conservation Contract Grants and other locally held grant contracts in progress. While the review is
not a BWSR requirement, management recommends they be done on occasion, particulatly as a
program review and as a training tool for local governmentis and BWSR field staff. A total of four
projects were selected to review as a part of the review. There was also a field check for projects of
closed state grants where landowner contracts were still in their effective life. The following are the
findings of the closeout.

» District staff are to be commended for the organization and comipleteness of both the program or
contract files. In addition, the district is to be commended for accommodating BWSR staff member
with the information requested on short notice.

» The District staff were very cooperative and helpful throughout the review process. Those in the
office provided some additional information/documentation when requested. At the conclusion of the




file review, both district staff were available to meet to go over findings and provide additional
information.

« Contract applications, amendments, and vouchers were completed and approved within the
boundaries of the grant and approved with signatures and dates in chronological order and were
approved as evidenced by the meeting minutes of the district on a contract by contract basis.

» The field check potion and O and M review for the field review implementation projects that were
still in the books as being in their later years of effective life was useful and projects were generally
in satisfactory condition. History and background as well as updates to project handling were
discussed. All field check projects appeared to be functioning as designed.

General Comments:

« Contract files should include a final design plan or a reference and notice of how this would be
available within the project file.

« Contract inspection forms should be included in the contract file, project review is required to
ensure that the investment of state funds in conservation projects are doing their job through the
useful life of the project.

« The addition of the checklist for contract documents and procedures was a good addition to files.

Overall, tracking methods for cost share programs were operated well by the Rock SWCD. Thank
you again for your assistance during the review process. I hope you found it helpful. Please let me
know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Douglas Goodrich
Board Conservationist

Cost Share Strip Til/No Til Payments — Soil Health Delivery
Thompson presented the following residue and tillage management contracts for year one payment.

FY25/26-BSH-1 Chesley - $4,800.00 — 160 acres — Motion to approve by Esselink, second by Hoff.
All ayes, no oppose, motion carried.

FY25/26-BSH-2 Qualm - $2,400.00 — 80 actes - Motion to approve by Veldkamp, second by Van
Grootheest, All ayes, no oppose, motion catried.

FY25/26-BSH-3 Brockberg - $4,800.00 — 160 acres - Motion to approve by Hoff, second by
Esselink. All ayes, no oppose, motion carried.

FY25/26-BSH-4 Benson - $3,150.00 — 105 acres - Motion to approve by Van Grootheest, second by
Veldkamp. All ayes, no oppose, motion catiied.

FY25/26-BSH-5 Van De Berg- $4,800.00 — 160 acres - Motion to approve by Esselink, second by
Hoff. All ayes, no oppose, motion carried.

FY25/26-BSH-7 Dietrich- $4,800.00 — 160 acres - Motion to approve by Van Grootheest, second by
Veldkamp. All ayes, no oppose, motion carried.



FY25/26-BSH-8 Fick- $4,800.00 — 160 acres - Motion to approve by Hoff, second by Esselink. All
ayes, no oppose, motion catried,

FY25/26-BSH-9 Hartz $4,800.00 — 160 acres - Motion to approve by Veldkamp, second by Van
Grootheest. All ayes, no oppose, motion carried.

FY25/26-BSH-10G Rollag - $4,800.00 -- 160 acres - Motion to approve by Hoff, second by
Veldkamp. All ayes, no oppose, motion cattied.

Cost Share Strip Til/No Til Payments — RCCP
Thompson presented the following residue and tillage management contracts for year one payment.

67-1-1 - $4,800.00 - 160 actes
67-1-2 - $3,630.00 — 121 acres
67-1-4 - $4,800.00 - 160 acres
67-1-6 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-1-7 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-1-8 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-1-10 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-2-1 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-2-3 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-2-6 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-3-1 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-3-3 - $3,750.00 — 125 acres
67-3-5 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-3-7 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-4-1 - $2,640.00 — 88 acres
67-4-3 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-4-6 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-5-1 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-5-3 - $4,800,00 - 160 acres
67-5-5 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-6-1 ~ $1,500.00 — 50 acres
67-6-4 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-6-6 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-7-1 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-7-4 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-8-2 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres
67-8-4 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres

Motion to approve all payments by Hoff, second by Esselink. All ayes, no opposes, motion catried,

Hoff abstained from the motion on the following contract.
67-8-1 - $4,800.00 — 160 acres

Motion to approve by Van Grootheest, second by Veldkamp. Four ayes, no opposes, one abstaining.




Bills for Approval
Thompson presented the following bills for approval:

Regular Checking
A/P Date Vendor Number Vendor Name " Total Amount
06/15/2026 1081 LUVERNE ACE HARDWARE $24.99
061512026 18751 ROCK COUNTY LAND MANAGEMENT $3,000.00
06M%2026 999999000 TRAVERSE SWCD $733.28

Total: § 3,758.27

Cost Share Checking
AfP Date  Vendor Number Vendor Name , Total Amount
06/15/2026 1315 SOIL HEALTH ASSESSMENT CENTER $442.00
06/15/2026 1242 QUALITY PRINTING INC §628.88
Total $ 1,070.88

Motion to approve by Esselink, second by Veldkamp. All ayes, no opposes, motion carried.

Financial Statements
Hartman presented the April and May financial statements. After review, motion to approve both by
- Hoff, second by Van Grootheest. All ayes, no oppose, motion carried.

Approval Minutes
After review, motion to approve April 20, 2026 minutes by Roger, second by Veldkamp, All ayes, no
opposes, motion carried.

Field Day

Gehrke gave an overview of the Soil Health Field Event held at Texrry Aukes’ on June 22.

50-55 people attended including farmers, staff from CFE and staff from Jackson, Murray, Nobles and
Pipestone counties. Data from two years of corn and bean were presented, There were two speakers
from the U of M. and soil health results were presented using a soil health pit with 4 rows of
conventional practices and 4 rows of soil health practices for compatison, Data showed the
compaction level § inches down was still compacted but crumbled when lifted out vs a hard chunk.

Upcoming Meeting
Next meeting will be Monday, July 20, 2026.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn by Veldkamp, second by Hoff. All ayes, no opposes, motion catried.

Respectfully Submitted,

g o ghow

Mary Thompson
Office Manager



