Minutes of the meeting of the
Rock County Soil and Water Conservation District
Monday, March 16, 2026

A meeting of the Rock County Soil and Water District Board was held on Monday, March 16,
2026 at 8:00 AM at the Rock County Land Management Office with the following members
present: Matt VanGrootheest, Dave Esselink, Roger Hoff, Jim Veldkamp, Director Eric Hartman,
Assistant Director Arlyn Gehrke, Office Manager Mary Thompson, Office Manager Shayla Rock
and NRCS Conservationist Dylan Bartels via phone. Absent: County Commissioner Stan
Williamson and Josh Ossefoort

Vice Chair Hoff called the meeting to order and asked for any additions to the agenda. With the
addition, motion to approve by Esselink, second by Veldkamp. All ayes, no opposes, motion
carried.

NRCS Update

Bartels gave an update stating EQIP application deadline is March 20 and April is the CSP
ranking deadline. A Farm Bill Biologist will be hired; Pheasants Forever will post the job
opening. He inquired if the SWCD board/staff would like to mect as a 4 county area again for
the Local Work Group meeting. 2025 meeting was held in Edgerton. He stated RCPP soil health
1s going well with a lot of interest from Rock County farmers. Tastly, FSA and NRCS are
looking at a possible move te our building but this would be several years down the line.

Letter of Support — Wellhead Area

Gehrke presented a letter of support for the LCCMR (Legislative-Citizen Commission on MN
Resources) proposal, “Mapping Southwest Minnesota’s Hidden Aquifers.” In SW MN
groundwater resources are scarce due to the subsurface geology and finding these limited water
resources is doubly difficult due to the limited borehole and subsurface geologic information,
The proposal is aimed at long-term sustainability through the use of Airborne Electromagnetic
Surveys which is a proven geophysical technique that uses helicopter-mounted sensors to map
the geology from the surface down to the bedrock generating pseudo borehole data but at a
significantly finer lateral resolution than drilling, This is a statewide pilot that will provide a
scalable model for other groundwater-limited regions in Minnesota.

Motion to support and sign by Van Grootheest, second by Veldkamp, All ayes, no opposes,
motion carried.

Area V Meeting Update

Gehrke gave the Area V update stating the meeting was held virtually. Business as usual with
MASWCD, BWSR reports. NRCS shared John Batz will temporarily be serving the NW area
due to the retirement of Keith Klobech,

RCPP Updates

Gehrke stated contracts for the current round of funding are underway. As soon as all signatures
have been obtained and 80% of the funding allocated, we will be requesting an additional
$120,000.




Cost Share Policy Update

Under Item V. Flat Rate Policy, letter ¢., Thompson requested an update to the current cost share
policy changing the verbiage for the duration of the contracts to read “for up to” three years
rather than “for three years” to accommodate one and two year contracts that may need to be
done to stay within a grant period.

‘Thompson also requested an update to the verbiage under Item V. Flat Rate Policy, letter d.
regarding verbiage for payment to read “will be paid annually for each year of the contract after
the practice has been installed” rather than “will be paid in one lump-sum payment after the
initial year the practice has been installed.”

Motion to approve by Esselink, second by Van Grootheest. All ayes, no opposes, motion
carried.

Cost Share Contracts — Soil Health Delivery
Thompson presented the following residue and tillage management contracts for approval.
Funding will be from the FY25 and FY26 Soil Health Delivery grants,

FY25/26-BSH-1 Jason Chesley for 160 acres/$30 per acre /3 years for a total of $14,400.00.
Motion to approve by Esselink, second by Veldkamp. All ayes, no oppose, motion carried.

FY25/26-BSH-2 Jordan Qualm for 80 acres/$30 per acre/3 years for a total of $7,200.00.
Motion to approve by Veldkamp, second by Van Grootheest. All ayes, no opposes, motion
carried.

FY25/26-BSH-3 Tom Brockberg for 160 acres/$30 per acre/3 years for a total of $14,400.00.
Motion {o approve by Esselink, second by Veldkamp. All ayes, no opposes, motion carried.

FY25/26-BSH-4 Tim Benson for 105 acres/$30 per acre/3 years for a total of $9,450.00. Motion
to approve by Veldkamp, second by Van Grootheest. All ayes, no oppose, motion carried.

FY25/26-BSH-5 Vern Van De Berg for 160 acres/$30 per acre/3 years for a total of $14,400.00.
Motion to approve by Van Grootheest, second by Esselink. All ayes, no opposes, motion
carried.

FY25/26-BSH-6 DT Karmer Farms for 160 acres/$30 per acre/3 years for a total of $14,400.00.
Motion to approve by Esselink, second by Van Grootheest. All ayes, no opposes, motion
carried, '

FY25/26-BSH-7 Jeff Dietrich for 160 acres/$30 per acre/3 years for a total of $14,400.00.
Motion to approve by Veldkamp, second by Esselink. All ayes, no opposes, motion carried.

FY25/26-BSH-8 Brian Fick for 160 acres/$30 per acre/3 years for a total of $14,400.00. Motion
to approve by Van Grootheest, second by Esselink. All ayes, no opposes, motion carried.

FY25/26-BSH-9 Joel Hartz for 160 acres/$30 per acre/3 years for a total of $14,400.00. Motion
to approve by Esselink, second by Van Grootheest. All ayes, no opposes, motion carried.



Bills for Approval
Thompson presented the following bills for approval:

_ A/P Date Vendor Number Vendor Name Total Amount
03/16/2026 168 BiG TOP TENT RENTALS $750.00

Total: $750.00

Motion fo approve by Van Grootheest, second by Esselink. All ayes, no opposes, motion
carried.

Financial Statements

Hartman presented the January financial statement as it had not been received from the \
Auditor/Treasurer’s office as of the February meeting. After review, motion to approve by
Veldkamp, second by Van Grootheest. All ayes, no oppose, motion carried.

Hartman presented the February financial statement. After review, motion to approve by
Esselink, second by Veldkamp. All ayes, no opposes, motion carried.

Approval Minutes
After review, motion to approve February 17, 2026 minutes by Veldkamp, second by Van
Grootheest. All ayes, no opposes, motion carried.

Upcoming Meeting
Next meeting will be Monday, April 20, 2026.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn by Van Grootheest, second by Esselink, All ayes, no opposes, motion carried,

Respectfully Submitted,

Mary Thompson
Office Manager







