Minutes of the meeting of the
Rock County Seil and Water Conservation District
Tuesday, February 17, 2026

A meeting of the Rock County Soil and Water District Board was held on Tuesday, February 17,
2026 at 8:00 AM at the Rock County Land Management Office with the following members
present: Josh Ossefoort, Matt VanGrootheest, Dave Esselink, Roger Hoff, Jim Veldkamp,
Director Eric Hartman, Assistant Director Arlyn Gehrke, Office Manager Mary Thompson and
Office Manager Shayla Rock. Absent: County Commissioner Stan Williamson

Chair Ossefoort called the meeting to order and asked for any additions to the agenda. Added
review of the Rain Gauge program. With the addition, motion to approve by Esselink, second
by Hoff. All ayes, no opposes, motion carried.

Rain Gauge Program (MN Volunteer Precipitation Observing Program (MNgage))

Rock gave an update on the program stating Rock County currently has only one observer, Blue
Mound State Park. In the past year one has moved and one passed away. In the past observers
have been given a VISA gift card in appreciation but fees have made it no longer feasible. The
card diminishes over time with fees if it is not used right away. Blue Mound State Park is not
able to accept but should there be new observers we would want to look at another type of
appreciation card, Through further discussion, supervisors Esselink, Ossefoort and Van
Grootheest volunteered to be monitors and requested no appreciation gift. Gehrke shared Rural
Water has a weather station in the wellhead area and SDSU is working with a couple landowners
to possibly put up a weather station on their properties.

RCPP Update
Gehrke stated the contracts are in place with 80% of the last round of RCPP allocated.  With

the January request, Rock County has currently been awarded $780,000 in funding, The request
will be made for another $120,000 by the end of February.

Farm Bill Biologist Position

Gehrke stated he had visited with Pheasants Forever staff about a Pheasants Forever Farm Bill
Biologist stationed here. They would assist NRCS/FSA with CRP, CSP and EQIP along with
assisting Rock SWCD with CREP and RIM. They curtently have funding for 2 positions. PF
provides wages and benefits in partnership with the SWCD providing $7,500 per year with the
local Pheasants Forever contributing $1,000 for Rock, Pipestone and Mutray toward this $7,500
leaving Rock SWCD with $4,500 per year for this position. NRCS will provide office space,
computer and transportation. Rock currently has 8 easements in process with other inguiries as
well. Rock receives $2,500 in implementation money for each completed easement which could
potentially go toward this position. Staff would also work with CRP in Pipestone and Murray
counties. Position would potentially start in June; PF fiscal year starts in July, Position would
be a yearly contract but Gehrke stated he would expect a multi-year contract.




Ag BMP Update

Thompson presented the annual Ag BMP update noting loans disbursed in 2025 totaled
$995,737.00, loans disbursed thus far in 2026 totaling $200,000, projects with allocated funding
totaling $$230,000 leaving $20,408.00 currently available. Expected repayments in 2026 total
$482,500 with current funding requests totaling $2,117,000.

Bills for Approval
Thompson presented the following bills for approval:

A/P Date Vendor Number vendor Name Total Amount
[02116/2026 638 MIEMORE CONSOLIDATED $280.00:
02/16/2026 708 OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR 8248.00i
Total $ 528.00

Motion to approve by Esselink, second by Hoff, All ayes, no opposes, motion carried.

Financial Statement
Tabled as they had not been received from the Auditor/Treasurer’s office.

Approval Minutes
After review, motion to approve January 20, 2026 minutes by Esselink, second by Van
Grootheest. All ayes, no opposes, motion carried.

Upcoming Meeting
Next meeting will be Monday, March 16, 2026.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn by Van Grootheest, second by Veldkamp. All ayes, no opposes, motion

carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Mary Th()f;lpson
Office Manager



